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THE              SUN
Neighborhood hotspot:

Frenchie opens doors to the South End

'FUSE' AT ABIGAIL OGILVY GALLERY

BMC receives major gift for research and addiction medicine

Photo by Keiko Hiromi

Gallery owner Abigail Ogilvy and David Hollely discuss the ‘Fuse’ wall-
paper installation at the Abigail Ogilvy Gallery in the SoWa Art and 
Design District on Weds., March 1. The private event brought artists and 
designers together from across the city to network and inspire one anoth-
er. The ‘Fuse’ installation, by Cassandra C. Jones, is on until April 1.

Sun Staff Report

In a little room in the top 
floor of the St. Stephens Youth 
Programs in the South End’s St. 
Augustine Church, several high 
school students in late November 
through January began thinking 
about how important it would be 
for their schools to become sanctu-
aries as immigration policy began 
to change.

The students debated the merits, 
discussed the matter and brought 
it to the attention of about every 
elected official they could find.

Apparently, the Boston City 
Council heard them.

On Tuesday, Boston City 
Councilor Tito Jackson called for 
a hearing on a resolution for the 
Boston Public Schools (BPS) to 
commit to sanctuary protections 
for immigrant students. Over 150 

people were packed into the sanc-
tuary of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church in the South End to ask 
the city to protect all students. 
Students, educators, parents, 
school nurses, faith leaders and 
immigrant rights organizations tes-
tified in support of this resolution. 

City Councilors Matt O’Malley, 
Anissa Essabai-George, Ayanna 

City Council Sanctuary Schools hearing     
comes to St. Stephens Church, where ideas began

(SANCTUARY SCHOOL Pg. 3)

By Beth Treffeisen

Tucked into the crossing of 
Tremont Street and Clarendon 
Street in the South End, a new 
French wine bar, called Frenchie, 
has brightened up the space, cre-
ating a welcoming new gathering 
place for the neighborhood. 

Walking in, guests are greeted 
with a wall length wine bar, open 
kitchen, white walls, marble floors, 
wood top tables and a view of the 
iconic Hancock Tower. Towards 
the back, a separate all-glass solar-
ium overlooking a small South 
End garden is separates the restau-
rant with a black flower print wall. 

On a typical night, restaurant 
goers are greeted by the all-French 
staff, a glass of wine, and small 
dishes that go beyond the tradi-
tional American idea of French 
cuisine. 

Located at 560 Tremont Street, 
across from the Boston Center 
for the Arts, the restaurant, that 
opened at the beginning of the 
month was put together by first 
time restaurateur Sandrine Rossi 
and co-owner Loic Le Garrec from 

Petit Robert Bistro. The restaurant 
seats about 50 guests, keeping it 
on the smaller side. 

“People are happy here,” said 
Rossi. “We have some people who 
have come back several times. 
We have received very positive 
feedback from the neighborhood 
here.” 

Frenchie’s menu is from execu-
tive chef Alex Falconer, formerly 
of the award-winning Beacon Hill 
Bistro and Prezza. The food ranges 
from a charcuterie board, to oys-
ters of the day, to Brussels sprouts 
with currants and black garlic 
aioli, to escargot toast served with 
herb garlic buttered over country 
bread. 

Of course, they also serve favor-
ites of steak frites, a sirloin steak 
with house fries and red wine 
onion and a lamb shank with 
crispy chickpeas, chopped herbs 
with lemon zest, kohlrabi and 
sweet potatoes. 

Chef Falconer sources ingredi-
ents locally and sustainably when-
ever possible. The desserts and 

(FRENCHIE Pg. 15)

By Beth Treffeisen

Icon Nightclub, known from 
hosting President Obama to the 
best D.J. in the world, has been hit 
with five outstanding violations 
for underage drinking. 

One of the owners, Shahrokh 
Reza, of Pasha Entertainment 
known for hosting hip and vibrant 
parties, in their many establish-
ments attended the Bay Village 

Neighborhood (BVNA) planning 
sub-committee on Feb. 27. 

In hopes of gaining the neigh-
borhood trust back, Reza updated 
residents on his upgrades to the 
Icon Nightclub’s safety and secu-
rity. 

“At the end of the day the 
club wants to be a productive 
part of the community,” said Chris 
Tracey the senior director of the 
public relations firm O’Neil and 

Associates.
The appeal date with the 

City’s Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission for the outstanding 
violations is expected to happen 
sometime in late March. The club 
will be able to stay open until that 
appeal date occurs. 

Pasha Entertainment also owns 
the adjacent Venu Boston and 

Icon Nightclub continues to struggle with 
community support with outstanding violations

(ICON NIGHTCLUB Pg. 2)

By Seth Daniel

City and Boston Medical 
Center (BMC) staff were enthusi-
astic on Monday morning, March 
6, when a $25 million gift was 
announced publicly that will estab-
lish the BMC Grayken Center for 
Addiction Medicine - with officials 
dreaming of scenarios whereby the 

research at the Center could some 
day develop a medication that 
would prevent addiction.

The gift came from John and 
Eilene Grayken, both of Boston, 
who decided they wanted to make 
a substantial gift to address the 
opioid epidemic in the City and 
the nation.

“I have personal experience with 

this disease and know what it does 
to people,” said Eilene Grayken, 
a theatre producer in Boston. “It 
does not discriminate between gen-
der, class, race or background. It’s 
important to make this problem 
known and destigmatize it. This 
is not a choice; it’s a disease. For 
me to participate by giving this 
gift is a totally worthy investment. 
This gift is in no safer hands than 
the people at this extraordinary 
place."

BMC, already an international 
leader in research, teaching, and 
clinical programming on substance 
use disorders and their conse-
quences, announced the gift will 
address the most pressing public 
health crisis of our time.

The gift is the largest donation 
in BMC’s history and the biggest 
private gift in the US in the last 
decade for addiction treatment 
and medicine. It will be used to 
create the BMC Grayken Center 
for Addiction Medicine. Those in Sen. Edward J. Markey said it was in no small way due to the efforts of 

Mayor Martin Walsh that addiction treatment has been moved to the 
forefront of the conversation about the opioid epidemic. (BMC Pg. 17)
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ABIGAL OGILVY GALLERY HOSTS NETWORKING EVENT, EXHIBITION 'FUSE'
Photos by Keiko Hiromi

Abigail Ogilvy Gallery hosted 
a community networking event 
and private viewing of Fuse, fea-
turing an innovative wallpaper 
installation by artist Cassandra 
C. Jones, for local designers on 
March 1. The exhibition Fuse, 
curated by Todd Pavlisko, will 
run in the gallery through April 
1.

The evening was meant to 
bring together designers and art-
ists throughout the SoWa Art 
and Design District – as well as 
from other parts of the city – 
to network and build stronger 
bonds within the industry.

Raquel Fornasaro and Wendy Shapiro. Tyler Willette and Emma MacDonald take time out for a photo.

Renata Rique, Sultana Cadosch and Rougui Diallo at Design Network 
night.

Emily Smaldon, Brent Mathison, Andy Moeriein, Haidan Hodgeson and Susan Rodgers networking with 
designers.

John Bradfield, Harry Pihl and John Pate during Design Network night.Mollie Scheerer, Annie McNair, Puloma Ghosh and Renee Cullivan 
during Design Network night in the Abigail Ogilvy Gallery.

Abby Frank and Renee Cullivan during Abigail 
Ogilvy Gallery Design Network night.
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